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Draft Minutes
March 5, 2025
7:00 – 8:30 pm
Council Members
· Rahim Harji – City of Hillsboro
· Rich Van Buskirk – Pacific University
· Stephen Cruise – Washington County
· Tom Nygren – Washington County Small Woodlands Association
· Jon Pampush - NGO Representative
· Lisa Huntington – Clean Water Services
· Greg Mintz – Community Representative
· Maly Haghshenas – Joint Water Commission
· Rodney Jacobs – Stimson Lumber

Guests
· Steph Beall - OR Dept. of Forestry
· Katie Holzer - City of Gresham
· Alexis Barton Castro – Tryon Creek Watershed Council
· Jack Halsey – Lake Oswego Watershed Council
· Keith Naismith – Tualatin Soil and Water Conservation District

Staff
· Scott McEwen – TRWC
· Antonella Fillet - TRWC

1. Meeting Called to Order - Rich Van Buskirk (Proxy for Sara Burke Kral) 
2. Introductions - The meeting included a round of introductions, with members from various organizations and roles.
3. Review and Approval of Agenda – Rich VanBuskirk introduced the agenda.
4. Watershed Navigator Position and Funding: The Watershed Navigator position was awarded to the Watershed Council. The Council received a grant of $287,000 over three years, funded by FEMA. There is uncertainty about the funding's security given that it is federal funds. 

5. How Beavers Improve Water Quality, Temperatures, and Stream Complexity in an Urban Watershed 
· Katie Holzer, a watershed scientist from the City of Gresham
Beaver Activity's Impact on Stormwater
Katie presented an overview of beaver activity in Gresham, focusing on their increasing population and the studies conducted on their impact. She discussed how beavers have significantly improved stormwater treatment in a large facility, with water quality tests showing better pollutant removal when beaver dams are present. She emphasized the importance of considering beaver activity when designing stormwater facilities and the need for flexibility in managing these areas.
Beaver Dams and Stream Temperature
Katie presented three studies on the impact of beaver dams on stream temperature and complexity. The first study found that beaver dams generally did not significantly increase stream temperature, while human dams often caused a significant rise in temperatures. The impact of beaver dams on stream temperature depends on factors such as the depth of the dam, the presence of shade, and the connection to groundwater. The second study revealed that beaver dams increased stream complexity, resulting in a more diverse macroinvertebrate community and habitat for juvenile salmonids. However, beaver dams often conflict with urban infrastructure, leading to issues with stormwater flow, sedimentation, and road safety. Katie concluded by stating that the process of stream restoration into a complex beaver wetland can happen rapidly if beavers are allowed to thrive, but this is often hindered by human-made infrastructure. Katie and her team are working on publishing their findings in a peer-reviewed journal.
Coexisting With Beavers in Urban Areas
Katie discussed the importance of coexisting with beavers in urban areas, highlighting the benefits they bring to water quality, stream temperatures, and habitat complexity. She shared her experience of working with a professional, Jacob Shockey, who helped build coexistence structures that have been successful in preventing conflicts with infrastructure. Katie also emphasized the importance of understanding the motivations of different stakeholders, such as municipal managers, engineers, operations and maintenance workers, and the public, to effectively manage beaver populations. The discussion also touched on concerns about sediment buildup in urban wetlands and the ecological balance in Stormwater Ponds.
6. PRESENTATION: West Willamette Watersheds Collaboration
· Jack Halsey | Lake Oswego Watershed Council
· Alexis Barton Castro | Tyron Creek Watershed Council

Jack Halsey and Alexis Barton Castro from the West Willamette Watersheds Collaboration Group discussed the need for expanded watershed council coverage in the Portland area. They highlighted the gaps in watershed scale planning and coordination between jurisdictions, particularly in the West Willamette area. They discussed the potential for merging smaller watershed councils to increase efficiency and effectiveness. The group is seeking legislative funding to support this initiative and has already met with various local entities and potential partners. The conversation ended with a discussion about the potential for rule changes in the allocation of capacity funds for watershed councils.
Next steps: Scott will send a letter of support draft to Jack and Alexis for West Willamette Watersheds Collaboration Group initiative
7. Public Comment – No public comment

8. Approval of December 2024 Minutes – Draft meeting minutes were approved by consent

9. New Officers Nominations: 
· Lisa Huntington, Vice Chair
· Mark Fitzsimons, Secretary

Moved by ______________Seconded by ______________ Action received unanimous approval

10. New Council Member (Cities): Peter Brandom, City of Cornelius replacing Rahim Harji, City of Hillsboro

 Moved by ______________Seconded by ______________ Action received unanimous approval

11. Adjourn – The meeting was adjourned at 8:35 pm.
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